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	08) Customizable Article Body: Increasingly, cats are being kept indoors. Life is safer indoors, and indoor only cats likely live
longer. However, it seems some behavior-related problems are unique to indoor-only cats. Because
behavior problems may lead to abandonment or relinquishment, preventing problems or at least
receiving qualified help when they do occur, is essential. Besides, who wants a cat that's thinking
outside the box? That's why the American Association of Feline Practitioners published Feline
Behavior Guidelines for Indoor Cats.

Some of the key points addressed in the 43-page document:
• There is evidence of an association between pet behavior and the level of owner attachment.
• One still common myth is that domestic cats are solitary. In fact, most people have more than a
single cat (2.2 per home, according to the AVMA). The cat social system is flexible, allowing cats to
live alone or in groups of varying size. Cats have different interactions with different individuals, and
relationships and hierarchies are fluid and surprisingly complex. Colonies don't take kindly or at least
don't instantly accept strangers - so integrating a new cat into a home must be a deliberate process.
• Kitten classes, like puppy classes, help socialize kitties, but also instruct owners.
• Being adjusted to a carrier (which cats can, believe it or not, be trained to jump into) may save lives
when rounding up cats in an emergency. Accepting the carrier with no struggling to get the cat inside
likely means more regular visits to the veterinarian, which &#8232;is in the best interest of feline
health. 
• Environmental enrichment can prevent boredom and even stress indoors, and may mimic the cat's
natural behavior outdoors.

Download the free guidelines by visiting:
http://www.catvets.com/professionals/guidelines/publications/?Id=177.
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